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rack Star Natalie Hofmann
will Shine at Metro Stadium

N:mhc Hofmann, junior at Springfield University, is one of the most exciting track stars to come
s way in quite some time. Not enly because of her speed, determination, and effervescent
personality, but atso because of haw much she has overcome.

A specialist in the 400-meter hurdles, Hofmann has been breaking school and division records
for the past two years, mostly her own. °1 just want to get my time fast enough to make the
national NCAA meet next year,” says Hofmann with a big smile, which she is rarely without.
“Things are going well. so should be able to get there, barring any injuries.”

Injuries, unfortunately. have been her only nemesis. When she was a sophomore at Lincoln
High School in Capitel City, she was in a horrific car accident that kept her off the track for
close to a year. °I thought it was over for me when the accident happened,” recalls Hofmann
“I enjoyed running and competing so much...I was devastated.” The doctors told her she
had a 50/50 chance of being able to run again. She was actually lucky to be alive.

On a clear Saturday night, her father vra: er
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ran a red light and smashed into the passenger side of their car, where nn was sitting.
She suffered multiple fractures in her right and left legs, a very badly broken ankle, and
numerous cucs and brges amng her 58" frame. “They had to insert several pins in my right
ankle,” says Hofmann. "My legs were in pretty bad shape, but it was whether those pins in

my ankle would do oy Job o1 not that would determine if T could compete again.” Her
father sustained a severe coneussion and a broken Left arm and wrist
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